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Chad Hutchinson, Holly Merker, Mike Defina

Red Phalarope
Phalaropus fulicarius
1

Juvenile in transition plumage

08-21-2016 4:50 PM

Yes

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S31192003

Chester

Downingtown, Upper Uwchlan Township

Marsh Creek State Park

40.070311, -75.719692
Lake

50 yards

Overcast

Nikon Monarch 5 10x42 binoculars, Nikon D7100 DSLR camera with Sigma150-
600mm lens

Small shorebird with bulky neck and gray top of head, nape and eye stripe. Back was
mottled indicating plumage was in transition. Slender black bill, thicker at the base.
Broad, white wing stripes in flight.

The bird as observed sitting in the water after putting down due to a passing heavy
rainstorm. The bird was in the company of approximately 8 Black Terns that eventually
flushed it northeast up one of the fingers of Marsh Creek and out of sight.


http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S31192003
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Compared to a Red-Necked Phalarope, this bird had a thicker base of the bill, a
stockier neck and chest, lighter gray head and facial markings, and a pinkish buffy
blush around the throat. A Wilson's Phalarope would be much a lighter gray and have a
longer bill.

The bird was identified to be a juvenile REPH in transition plumage, unique to an inland
encounter, as such birds would typically be seen along the coast or at sea.

Additional information and photographs are available on Holly Merker's eBird checklist,
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S31190876.

Yes, input from experts such as Marshall lliff, Brian Sullivan, M. O'Brien and others
helped immensely to point out the identifying characteristics of this uniquely plumaged
juvenile.

iBird app

Sibley Guide, National Geographic Guide, AllAboutBirds.org

Photograph



Upload images, audio, video
or drawings

33322511.jpg

Click to edit PORC-webform00337


http://files.jotform.com/jufs/porcforms/22068006649151/348555551263941401/33322491.jpg
http://files.jotform.com/jufs/porcforms/22068006649151/348555551263941401/33322501.jpg
http://files.jotform.com/jufs/porcforms/22068006649151/348555551263941401/33322511.jpg

